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09/13-14: Stave Fest
09/27-29: Burgoo Festival
09/30:Cattlemen’s
Membership Expiration
10/7 :Hay Contest Deadline
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Seasonal Tips
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Agent Remarks
It seems autumn has fallen on us in a hurry this year, or at
least a preview of it. Hopefully it will bring some needed

moisture along with it. There is a lot happening in the
extension world, particularly for our area, over the next few

months. I encourage you to keep a close watch on our
website and Facebook page for upcoming opportunities. If
there is anything at all you would like to sign up for or know

more about, feel free to call me or the office! I am still
encouraging folks to sign up for hay testing, which will come
to a close in about 4 weeks. If I haven’t tested your hay yet,

don't worry, I still have several listed that I will be getting to.
Those of you who are members of the Cattlemen’s

Association, or would like to be,  make sure and renew your
membership for ‘24- ’25 by October 1st! Also, there will be a
county Rinse and Return for chemicals in the county park on

September 12 from 10am-noon. As always, if there is
something that I or the extension can do for you, please let

me know so that I can help the needs of the county be met. I
appreciate the continued support from everyone, you all

have made me feel at home here in Anderson County.

Thanks!

R. Owen Watkins







Fayette County Extension Office
1140 Harry Sykes Way

Lexington, Kentucky 40504 
 

9:00—10:00
Registration, visit

sponsors 

“Today’s Challenges, Tomorrow’s Opportunities” 

October 24, 2024 
Kentucky Beef Conference 

$10 registration fee 

RSVP by October 22nd 
to Fayette County 
Extension Office 

859.257.5582 
Dr. Steve Velasco, KY Department of
Agriculture State Veterinarian 
2:00—Adjourn 

10:00—Welcome & Sponsor Recognition 
Beau Neal, Woodford County Agriculture &
Natural Resources Extension Agent 
University of KY Remarks & Welcome 
Dr. Laura Stephenson, UK Director of Extension 

Genomics Technology
Dr. Troy Rowan, University of Tennessee 
Institute of Agriculture Beef Genetics 
Extension Specialist 
11:00– Marketing Update & Outlook 
Dr. Kenny Burdine, UK Beef Economic
Extension Specialist 

12:00 Lunch 
1:00— Animal Tagging Update 
Dr. Michelle Arnold, UK Extension Ruminant 
Veterinarian 
1:30— KY Beef Cattle Health Update 





Broilers continue to
bring a little over one

billion dollars a year into
the state’s ag sector,
making them a top 3

commodity year over
year. Though we’re a

beef loving, horse racing,
corn and bean raising,
bourbon making and

tobacco dreaming state,
chicken continues to be

a staple for our ag
economy. 

It is no secret that
the volatility of our
weather patterns

has increased over
the last few years.
Be sure that you’re
taking the time to

prepare and
protect your assets

over the coming
months



FROM CAMPUS
Wildfires and Weather

A Potentially Deadly Combination
Tony Edwards - National Weather Service Charleston, WV

Many of us have seen what look like harmless fires burning in the leaf litter in our forests
during the dry fall and spring seasons. Some of us may have even been responsible for a

burn pile or two getting “out of control”. These situations shouldn’t be taken lightly,
however, as given the right conditions, these fires can become deadly. 

On April 6, 1999, rapidly changing weather conditions and steep terrain combined on a
wildfire (named the Island Fork Fire) in Rowan County, resulting in the death of two

volunteer firefighters, ages 28 and 30. These firefighters were overrun by the wildfire which
likely started when a landowner lost control of a fire while clearing a fence line. The wildfire
advanced quickly up the steep terrain, with flames as high as 20 feet and winds increasing
rapidly to over 35 mph! Char marks on the tree bark were up to 50 feet high! While such fire
conditions are rare in Kentucky, they illustrate how dangerous wildfires can be and why you

should take measures to prevent them from occurring.

The National Weather Service issues Red Flag Watches and Red Flag Warnings to inform fire
management agencies and the public when weather conditions are right for rapid wildfire
growth. A Red Flag Watch means to be prepared as dangerous fire weather conditions are

possible in the next few days but are not occurring yet. A Red Flag Warning means
dangerous fire weather conditions are occurring now or are expected to occur shortly.

During a Red Flag Warning, you should use extreme caution when dealing with anything that
could pose a wildfire hazard.




